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Serrin, and I hurried the Hoja across, but it was only Roman
stuff. We don't pay much for the things we buy perhaps, but a
devil of a lot trying to find them! It is interesting Evans putting
the figurine at 3000 B.C. and the Hammam place also. I wrote to
Leeds about Hammam: the place is Chiftlik,1 and the four co-
tenants of the graves were deadly afraid. They half suggested a
royalty of a pound a head a day, as leave-way to dig, and then
drew back ... I was going to close, and put 50 men on to the
place, and finish it in one strenuous day. I don't suppose there
are more than half a dozen tombs left . .. just one tiny end of a
modern graveyard: and the ground all scored across with early
wall-foundations. I really thought it would have been madness to
have dug that day I went. I would have been known and reported
in 24 hours .. . and I don't suppose either the Turks or the B.M.
would approve of that. Five graves in all were found by the
Arabs there .. . one grave had nothing but pottery in it: only 9
pots . . . the important three graves you have in the Museum . . .
the fourth grave had the worn handled seal in the Hittite case, and
a few pots. The village has still a lot of pottery from these tombs
in it... but only the big pieces: rather stupid stuff to bring away
I think. I'll go down to Hammam after this season, and if it is in
the least possible, dig it. In mid-winter there will be nobody about.
[40 lines omitted]
Gregori came a week ago, and is now in Jerablus, house-
building. We are raising the roofs in expectation of sitting out
the winter on the site. He is very flourishing, and deadly jealous
of the two who went to England. They talk very fully of what they
saw: but are too sophisticated to be ridiculous about it. At any
rate they declare to all the world that Syria is a mere flea-bite in
public worth ... and the Arabs too few in number to matter
much. Please salaam me to Billy ... though I don't suppose
you'll see him for months.                                                    L.
I'm really very sorry about Hammam; bu{ I'll go back there;
which is heroic, for last time was worse than before with insects!
[In October his younger brother Will Lawrence visited him
while on his way to India, and gave a rather highly coloured
1 A communal farm.